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•ANirtSTO. OT THE EINO Of HAT Tl. 

PUBLISHED la OCTOBER, 1814, 

QOVEREIGN of a nation toe long op- 
^ pressed, which has suffered the most 
cruel persecutions, and which, by its ener- 
gy, constancy, courage, and valour, has 
succeeded in effecting its liberty and in- 
dependence, our only end, our unceasing 
anxiety, has been to give to it a rank a- 
mong civilized states, ly consecrating 
Our labours to the happiness of a good, 
brave, and generous people, which has 
entrusted to us the care of its destinies. 

It is under favourable circumstances in 
which liberal and dignified ideas appear to 
predominate over those disastrous times 
when mankind groaned beneath the most 
horrible tyranny, aud u.tdtr which we 
heboid the soveitigns of Europe sulcly 
engaged at present in rendering their 
people happy, that we deem it our duty 
to raise our voice, and to justify at the 
tribunal of nations, the legitimacy of our 
independence. 

A simple relation of facts, a plain nar- 
rative of the events which have prdduced 
our independence, will be sufficient to de- 
monstrate by the most satisfactory evi- 
dence to the whole world dnr rights and 
the justice of our cause. 

We shall not attempt to depict the de- 
plorable situation into which we were 



plunged before the epoch of our eman- 
cipation. The world knows that for up- 
wards of 150 years we were afflicted by 
the grievous yoke of slavery, condemned 
to contempt and punishment. The recital 
of our protracted misfortunes, and the 
description of the horrible torture we 
have suffered during the colonial system, 
are the peculiar province of our history, 
which will transmit them to posterity. 

It is our earnest wish to pass over these 
times of opprobrium aud iniquity, and ar- 
rive at the era when geueraf liberty was 
proclaimed by the agents of the French 
government, and sanctioned by France 
herself, during several yean of connexion, 
of communication, and of mutual and un- 
interrupted correspondence between the 
governments of the two countries. 

We were worthy of liberty from out* 
fidelity and attachment to the mother 
country ; we have proved our gratitude 
to her when reduced to our own resource*, 
indelible to menaces, inaccessible to se- 
duction, deaf to proposition, we braved 
misery, famine, and ail kinds of priva- 
tions, and finally triumphed over both her 
external and internal enemies. We were 
then far from foreseeing that twelve years 
afterwards, as a reward for so much per- 
severance, so many sacrifices, aad to 
much blood, .France would wish to de- 
prive us, iu the most barbarous manner, 
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of the most precious of all possessions — 
liberty. 

Under the administration of the gover- 
nor general Toussaint Louverture, Hayti 
rose from its ashes, and every thing seem- 
ed to promise a happy futurity. The 
arrival of Gen. Hedonville changed the 
appearance of things, and gave a death 
blow to public tranquillity. We shall not 
enter into a detail of his intrigues with the 
Haytian General Rigaud, whom he per- 
suaded to revolt against his legitimate 
chief. We shall merely notice, that be- 
fore this agent departed, he disturbed e- 
very thiug, by throwing amongst us the 
brands of discord, and it was only after 
the flowing of torrents of blood that pub- 
lic tranquillity was re-established. Al- 
ways occupied in the restoration of peace, 
Governor Toussaint Louverture, by his 
paternal administration, had recalled the 
reign of the laws, of morality, of piety, 
of learning, of industry. Agriculture 
and commerce flourished. 

He patronised the white colonists, par- 
ticularly the planters : his solicitude, nay, 
his preference, had been carried to such a 
height, that he was loudly blamed for be- 
ing more attached to them than to his 
countrymen. This reproach was not 
without some foundation, for some months 
before the arrival of the French, he sacri- 
ficed his own nephew, General Moyse, 
because he had not observed his orders 
lor the protection of the colonists. This 
action of the governor, and the great 
confidence he placed, in the French gov- 
ernment, were the principal causes of the 
public resistance the French experienced 
at Hayti. Indeed, »o strong Was his con- 
fidence in that government that he had 
dismissed the greater part of the troops 
of the line. 

Such was the situation of affairs whilst 
the peace of Amiens was negotiating. It 
was scarcely concluded when a powerful 
army landed on our coast, which surprised 
us in a moment of perfect security, and 
plunged us into an abyss of misfortunes. 
Posterity will scarcely believe that in a 
philanthropic and enlightened age so abo- 
minable an enterprise, took place. From 
the bosom of an enlightened nation a 
•warm of barbarians went forth to destroy 
and load with fetters a whole civilized and 
unoffending people. 

It was not enough to use force ; but the 
better to insure tbe success of the expe- 
dition, it was necessary to use perfidious 

BELFAST It AC. Mo. LXiVll. 



and shameful means. It was necessary to 
sow division amongst us in order to cause 
a division favourable to their objects. They 
neglected nothing to attain this execrable 
end. The chiefs of different colours who 
were in Trance, even the sons of the Gov- 
ernor Toussaint Louverture, were brought 
over in the expedition — even they were 
deceived, like us, by that master-piece of 
perfidy, the Proclamation of the First 
Consul, in which he said, " You are alt 
equal and free before God and the Repub- 
lic." This was his declaration, while the 
instructions given to General Leclerc 
positively enjoined the imposition of slav- 
ery. It was not enough to take men as 
witnesses of his perjury, but the Deity 
must also be insulted by horrible blas- 
phemy. 

The greater part of the people, deceived 
by these fallacious promises, and long ac- 
customed to consider themselves French, 
submitted without resistance. The gov- 
ernor so little expected to have an enemy 
to oppose, that he had not even given any 
orders to his generals in case of an attack. 
On the appearance of the French squad' 
ron iu the East of the island, if any gen- 
erals did resist, it was merely because the 
hostile manner in which they were sum- 
moned to surrender had obliged them to 
consult only their duty, their honour, 
and the circumstances in which they were 
placed. [To prove these assertions refer- 
ence is made to some official document* 
which are annexed to the manifesto.] 

After a resistance of some months, the 
governor yielded to the pressing eutreatiei 
and to the formal protestations of Gener- 
al LecUrc, that perfect liberty should be 
maintained, and that France would never 
destroy her noblest work. On this basis 
the peace was negotiated with the French, 
and Governor Toussaint, having laid 
down his authority, quietly retired to the 
retreat he had cho>en. 

The French had scarcely extended their 
dominion over tne whole island, more by 
cunning and persuasion than by force of 
arms, when they began to put in enecu- 
tion their horrible system of slavciy and 
detraction. The better to accomplish 
their plans, a correspondence wa» fabri- 
cated by Machiavclic and mercenary 
scribes — designs were attributed to Tous- 
saint which he had never thought of. 
While quietly reposing in his habitation of 
Pougaudio, under the protection of so- 
lemu treaties, he was loaded with chain*, 



504 



Documents relating to Public Affairs. [Dec. 



conveyed to France with his family in a 
vessel called the Hero, and all Europe 
knows how he terminated his unhappy 
career, amidst the tortures ar.d horrors of 
the dungeon of Chateau de Join, in 
Franche-Comte. Such was the recompense 
reserved for his attachment to France, 
and for the eminent services which he 
had rendered her and the colonists. 

From this moment the signal for ar- 
rests was given throughout the island. 
Alt those who had displayed strength of 
mind, erudition, or superior talents at 
the period when we claimed the rights 
of man, were the first seized upon. Ev- 
en the traitors who had aided the French 
armies by guiding their vanguards, and 
pointing but their fellow-citizens to their 
vengeance, were not spared. At first it 
was attempted to sell them in foreign 
colonies; but this not having succeeded, 
the Frenc i resolved to carry them to 
France, where oppressive labour, the gal- 
leys, fetters, and dungeons awaiti d them. 
Then the colonists, whose number had 
progressively increased, thinking their em- 
pire already established, ceased to dissimu- 
late, openly declared that slavery was re- 
established, and acted conformably with 
their declaration. These shameless men 
desired, that those should again submit to 
the yoke of slavery, who had distinguish- 
ed themselves, and been useful to their 
country, both ill civil and military capaci- 
ties ; that virtuous and honourable ma- 
gistrates; that warriors covered with 
wounds, whose blood had been spilled 
in the cause of France and of liberty, 
should be degraded by ajjain becoming 
■laves. 

Thus these Colonists, who had but just 
obtained possession of their estates, whose 
empire was held together by a thread, 
already decided which should be the first 
victims of their vengeance. Then arrived 
the infamous decree of Bonaparte, which 
confirmed the re-establishment of our 
slavery ; and the better to insult our 
misery, he employed towards us the same 
system of delusion which he usually made 
use of towards the people of Europe. 
This decree was brought by a traitor 
called Hercules, a black officer, who was 
the creature of Bonaparte. The proud 
and liberticide faction of the Colonists, 
and sellers of human flesh, which since (he 
revolution has annoyed every succeeding 
government of France with plans, pro- 
jects, and atrocious and extravagant me- 



morials, tending to our destruction ; thi» 
faction, tormented by the recollection of 
the" despotism which it exercised in Hayti, 
agitated by a crowd of contending passions, 
employed all possible means to seize again 
on the prey which had escaped from it. 

Under the reign of the Constituent 
Assembly, it supported independence ; un- 
der that of the Jacobins, sided with the 
Terrorists ; when Bouaparte governed, 
it was violently Bonapartist ; and, in 
short, it put on the mask of all parties to 
render them favourable. It was thus that 
it persuaded Bouaparte to undertake the 
unjust expedition against Hayti. It was. the 
same faction which, after persuading him 
into that measure, furnished him with pe- 
cuniary resources, by subscription lists, 
which were opened at this period. It wa» 
this faction, in a word, which caused the 
blood of our countrymen to flow so abun- 
dantly; which instigated the unheard of 
punishments which we have felt, and 
which could have been invented only by 
Colonists, hardened in, and habituated to, 
all sorts cf crimes. It is to the Colonists 
that France owes the loss of a numerous 
army, which perished on the plains and 
mountains of Hayti : to them is attribut- 
able that shameful enterprise which hat 
imprinted an indelible stain on the French 
name. 

We are persuaded, after the cruel expe- 
rience we have had of the spirit which 
animates these Colonists and traffickers in 
human flesh, and their vile supporters, 
that they will employ all their accustomed 
means to engage the French Cabinet in a 
new enterprise against us. If ever this en- 
terprise should take place, and that it will 
we can hardly believe, to this cast, the ene- 
mies of the human race, we should be in- 
debted for it ; for we are far from imput- 
ing such an intention to those Europeans 
who have no knowledge of the colonial 
system of which we have been the victims, 
and of the horrible misfortunes which we 
have suffered. What interest had the 
French in carrying the horrors of war in- 
to the heart of a nation which was proud 
of belonging to them ? What interest 
had they in coming to bury themselves ia 
our destructive climate, and in rendering 
themselves the instruments of the Colo- 
nists, to satiate their thirst for riches and 
for vengeance ? Nevertheless, the greater 
part of the people began to take up arms 
to preserve life and liberty. 

This first movement alarmed the French, 
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and appeared serious enough to General 
Leclerc, to require the convocation of an 
Extraordinary Assembly of the Coln-v-=r«, 
ill order to adopt measures the best jJapt- 
ed to restore a better state of alEiirs ; but 
these Colonists, i:sr from reining liieir a- 
trocious principles in consequence of i.n- 
perious circumstances, unanimously an- 
swered in these words: " No slavery, no 
colony '* 

As Members of this Council, in vain we 
raised our voice to prevent the completion 
•f the ruin of our country; in vain we 
made representation* on the iuju.tice of 
imposing slavery on freemen ; in vain, 
from our knowledge of the-spirit and love 
of liberty which animated our country- 
men, we asserted that It was the only 
means of detaching this country for ever 
from France. All was useless. Convinc- 
ed then that no means of conciliation ex- 
isted, and that it was necessary to choose 
between slavery and an honourable death, 
we gave information of the state of things 
to our fellow-citizens who had their eyes 
fixed upon us : and we all unanimously 
took up arms, resolved to die or to 
to expel for ever the tyrants from our soil. 
General Leclerc, who had already an- 
nounced the submission of the island, and 
had even received letters of congratulation 
Oh the supposed conquest of Hayti, from 
the maritime towns of France where the 
principal followers of the slave trade re- 
sided, ashamed of having held out illusory 
hopes, vexed at not having been able to 
consummate this detestable enterprise, 
fearing the approach of a terrible war, 
despair shortened his days, and hurried 
him to his grave. 

Among other crimes which distinguish- 
ed the administration of General Leclerc, 
that practised against the Haytian General 
Maurepas, will excite the indignation of 
any heart susceptible of pity. Mriurepas, 
of gentle manners, honest, and respected 
by his countrymen, who became one of 
the first among Frenchmen, and who had 
rendered' them the most signal services, 
was suddenly carried away to Port de 
Pair, and put on board the Admiral's ship 
in the road of the Cape, where, after hav- 
ing been fastened to the mast, two old e- 
paulets were placed in derision up n iiis 
shoulders, and an old General's hat put 
Upon his head, with nails, such as are 
used in the' building of ships : in this 
frightful situation, after having satiated the 
savage joy^if those cannibals, he Was preci- 
pitated with his wife 'and children into 



the w-ivps. Such \v,<s the* pim'slmcit of 
this virtnons aid unfortunate so'rlier! 

To th? gwemtne-it of Leek-rc succeed- 
ed that of *R.ochainbeau. This monster, 
t.ie ngent of Bonaparte, vvaj p'liiu'ed by 
every speci** of cnir.es : he scared neither 
sex, infancy; nor oida.ije; he sorpasL-e:! i<i 
cruelty the most refined viilunis in an- 
cient or modern limes ; the gibbet was 
raised every where, me drowning- aud 
burning machines, and ail kinds of pun- 
ishments A't-ie put in practice Uv his or- 
ders. He invented a kind of machine 
where victims of both sexes, heaped one 
upon another, were suffocated by the va- 
pour of sulphur. , In his senseless rage, he 
went to the expense of bringing a pack of 
blood hounds from Cuba to this island; 
they were brought by a Frenchman named 
Noailles, of an illustrious family, who, 
during the Revolution, was the first who 
betrayed his benefactors ; an**, thus was 
the human race given up to be devoured 
by dogs ; and these animals partook of 
the horrible propensities of their masters. 
What then was our crime ? What did 
we do to deserve such a proscription ? Is 
this African origin then to be a cause of 
eternal opprobrium to us ? Is the colour 
of our skin to be for ever the seal of our 
reprobation ? 

In the space of one-and-twenty months, 
during which the French remained in our 
island, more than 16,000 of our country- 
men perished by the tortures just describ- 
ed. The barbarities committed upon the 
- Havtians by these modern conquerors 
have exceeded the crimes of Pizarro, cf 
Cortex or Bodavilia, the first devastators 
of the new world. After ail their efforts, 
we have effected the expulsion of these 
oppressors cf our territory. 

To secure us for ever against the return 
of such barbarities and unheard of crimes, 
a-* well as against perfidy and injustice, 
we resolved lor ever to rid ourselves of 
every kind of foreign dominion ; and ac- 
cordingly, on the first of Januiry, 2804, 
in a General Assembly of the Representa- 
tives of the nation, the independence of 
Havti was solemnly proclaimed ; and we 
took an -oath to die free and independent, 
and nevi.r submit to any foreign power. 

Like other people, our first years iycre 
chequered with errors and troubles; like 
them we partock of the vicissitudes inse- 
parable from revolutions. On cur ad. 
vancemcat to the throne, our first care 
was, tit raise toe name and dignity of the 
Haytian people, convinced that good 
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faith, frankness, and probity in all trans- 
actions, respect for property and the 
rights of men, could alone effect this ob- 
ject. Convinced that laws constitute the 
happiness of men united in society, our 
first object was to form a code of laws con- 
formable to our usages, our climate, and 
«>ur manners. After a laborious atten- 
tion, and with the assistance of the Al- 
mighty, we have been enabled to put the 
finishing 6troke to this basis of our social 
edifice. We have constantly encouraged 
agriculture and commerce, which are the 
channel of public prosperity. Abundant 
harvests have been the result of the labour 
and efforts of our cultivators. Great 
quantities of provisions have been carried 
away from our ports since we proclaimed 
our independence; and particularly dur- 
ing the years 1812, 1S13, and 1814, by 
foreign nations, which have carried on a 
lucrative commerce with us. 

Solicitous to adopt every means for 
reviving our internal prosperity, at all 
times attentively observing the events that 
passed in Europe during the bloody strug- 
gle supported there, we never for a sin- 
gle instant lost. tight of our military sys- 
tem of defence. 

In that attitude we expected th.it Bona- 
parte, the enemy of the world, would at- 
tack us, either by force of araii, or by 
perfidy his accustomed means. We have 
not forgot that after the peace of Amiens, 
his first object was to enter on that famous 
expedition for our extermination. 

But tbe God of armies, who raises and 
overturns thrones according to his will, did 
not in his justice consent that this oppress- 
or of nations should accomplish his hor- 
rible design. We hope that his fall will 
give repose to tbe world ; we hope that 
the return of those liberal and reanimat- 
ing sentiments which influence the Euro- 
pean powers, will induce them to acknow- 
ledge the independence of a people who 
require only the enjoymetiC of peace aud 
commerce, the object of all civilized na- 
tions. 

It will be in vain to attempt again, Dy 
means of for,ce or seduction, to reduce us 
under a foreign dominion. The absurd 
jnaiimof deceiving men, in order to go- 
vern them, is no longer dangerous to us. 
Taught by experience, we have acquired 
the aid of truth, of reason, and of force. 
We shall no longer be the victims of cre- 
dulity; we cannot forget that attempts 
have already been made to take away our 
liberty. The painful ry-coliecaott of Um 



horrible punishments which precipitated 
into the gfave our fathets, our mothers, 
and children, will never be effaced from 
our minds. , 

We can never again be deceived s we 
know the perverseness of our enemies t 
we have before our eyes the projects of 
those men named Malouet, Barri de Saint 
Venant, Page5, and Bruiiey, and other 
Colonists. The political religion of those 
traffickers in human flesh, of those coun- 
sellors of misfortunes, is well known to us i 
it is tlav:n/ and datrvction. We are not ig- 
norant of the criminal plots, and the 
shameful measures of those apostles of 
criminality and falsehood ; they are even 
more distinguished by their writings thaa 
by the tortures they inflicted on us. 

We call upon alt the Sovereigns of the 
world ; we call upon the brave and loyal 
British nation, which was the first in its 
august Senate to proclaim the abolition of 
the infamous trade in blacks; and which, 
making a noble use of the ascendancy of 
victory, notified it» resolution to the other" 
States with which it concluded Treaties ; 
we call upon 'all philanthropists, upon all 
men, and upon the whole world, aud ask 
wl\at people, after twenty-five years of 
conflicts, and after having conquered their 
liberty and their independence, would 
consent to lay down their arms fcr the 
purpose of again becoming the sport and 
the victims of their cruel oppressors? 
The last of the Haytians will then yield 
up his last sigh, sooner than renounce 
his independence. We will not do any 
power the injustice of supposing that it 
entertains the chimerical project of estab- 
lishing its sway in Hayti by force of arms. 

The power that would undertake such 
an enterprise, would have to march for a 
long time over ruin and dead bodies ; and 
after having wasted all its means, if it 
could attain its object, what advantage 
would it derive from the loss of so much 
blood and treasure ? It is not. presump- 
tuous to suppose that his Majesty, Louis 
XVIII. following the impulse of that phi- 
lanthropic spirit that reigns in his family, 
and after the example of his unfortunate 
brotht r, Louis XVI. in bis political conduct 
towards tbe United States of America, will 
imitate that Monarch in acknowledging 
the independence of Hayti. This would 
not only be an • act of justice, but a repa- 
ration of the evils which we have suffered 
from the French government. It ia in 
vain that our calumniators shall dare again 
to allege that nt ifauli mt it tnuUtrtd *> * 
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people aspiring to independence, and colleetively 
employed In the meant of attaining it.* This 
absurd assertion, invented by perfidy, 
wickedness, and the sordid interest of 
slave traders, deserves the profoundest con- 
tempt and indignation of men of proper- 
ty in alt countries. This assertion has 
been sufficiently falsified during eleven 
yf.trs of independence, and its happy 
results. Free in point of right, and inde- 
pendent, in fact, we will never renounce 
those blessings ; we will never consent to 
behold the destruction of that edifice which 
we have cemented with our blood, until 
we are buried under its ruins. 

We offer to commercial powers, who 
shall enter into relations with »s, our 
friendship, security to their property, and 
our Royal protection to their peaceable 
subjects, who shall come to our country 
with the intention of carrying on their 
commercial affairs, and who shall conform 
to our laws and usages. 

The King of a free people, a soldier 
Tiy habit, we fear no war or enemy. We 
have already signified our determination 
not to interfere by any means in the inter- 
nal government of our neighbours. We 
wish te enjoy peace and tranquillity a- 
mougourseWes, and to exert the same pre- 
rogatives which other people, have, of mak- 
ing laws for themselves. If, after the free 
exposition of our sentiments, and the jus- 
tice of our cause, any power should, con- 
trary to the laws of nations, place a hos- 
tile fort in our territory, then our first 
duty will be to repel such an act of ag- 
gression by every means in our power. 

We solemnly declare tbat we will never 
consent to any treaty, or any condition, 
that shall compromise the honour, the li- 
berty, and independence of the Haytian 
people. Faithful to our oath, we will 
rather bury ourselves under the ruins of 
our country, than suffer our political 
rights to sustain the slightest injury. 
Given in our Palace of Sans Souci, the 
18ih of September, 1814, Eleventh 
Year of Independence, and the Fourth 
of our Reign. 

(Signed) henry. 

By the King, the Secretary of State, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Count de Lemonade. 



INSCRIPTION ON THE MONUMENT SAOREB 
TO THE MEHfORT 0? THE REV. SAU- 
MAREZ DUBOURD1EU, LATELY ERECTED 
IN THE PARISH CHURCH OF LISBURN.* 

.Lector, 
Cenotaphium spectas reverend! viri Sau- 

MAREZ DuSOURDIEU, A.M. ecclesiat 

Galticix reformats in hoc municipio 

positx ministri, ecclesias Glenevensis 

Vicarii, et Scholar Lisburnensis per sex 

& quinquaginta annos przfecti. 

Vir comis, simplex, pius, candidus, integer; 

Qui Gallica stirpc ortus, sed exul patriat 

Sibi nomen & locum & novatn patriam 

Apitd exteros 

Virtmibus meruit. 

Nullis mundi tUecebris distractus 

Juveotutem bonis Uteris 

Gregem puris fidei prseceptis 

Omnes exemplo vitx bene acta 

Instruxit & ornavit. 

E charisiima conjuge quatoor liberos natae 

Tali patre dignos 

Rtliquit. 

Obiit XIX Calend. Januarii. 

Anno salutis MDCCCXII 

Exactis jam annii XCVI. mensibus III. 

Discipuli bene merentis haud immemores) 

Hocce p. p. 



TO THE HONOURABLE THE HOUSE OF COM- 
MONS, THE PETITION OE THE LINEN 
BLEACHERS, DRAPERS, AND MANUFAC- 
TURERS Of IRELAND. 

SUEWETB, 

That it is with the most serious con- 
cern your petitioners have to state, that 
the recent duties imposed on bleaching 
materials, will affect the iinen trade of 
Ireland in a very grievous manner. Your 
petitioners beg leave to represent, that 
though a drawback is allowed on ashes 
used in bleaching linens, yet will it not 
relieve the trade from the distress occasion- 
ed by this duty, as in many instances cot- 
tons are promiscuously bleached with lin- 
ens, and an affidavit cannot therefore be 
made to entitle the bleacher to the draw- 
back ; nor will such affidavit avail, as far 
as it respects the use of soap, a very im- 
portant article in bleaching. Your peti- 



* See Malouet's Memoirs respecting St. 
Domingo. 



* For the translation, tee No. 76, Vol 
13, Page 417. 



